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CONSERVATION AND PARKS COMMISSION — ESTABLISHMENT 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.04 pm]: I am pleased to announce the 
appointment of the inaugural Conservation and Parks Commission of Western Australia. The new authority 
replaced the Conservation Commission and the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority following changes to the 
Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 late last year and fulfils another 2013 election commitment by the 
Liberal–National government. Firstly, I would like to thank the outgoing members for their outstanding 
contribution to conserving the nature of Western Australia. The creation of the Conservation and Parks 
Commission will provide for greater integration, enabling a holistic approach to managing land and marine 
areas. This will ensure greater flexibility and focus planning considerations in the one body. This will especially 
be the case in the coastal and intertidal areas, for which both previous bodies played important roles. Having 
a single new body will directly benefit traditional owners by streamlining the reserve planning and establishment 
processes enabling them to liaise with one body over the management of these areas. The commission will also, 
for the first time, have a formal planning role for the management of regional parks. The Department of Parks 
and Wildlife will now formally be able to manage these ecologically significant areas in cooperation with 
landowners. The department will continue to manage all conservation, marine and terrestrial estate. 
I am pleased to announce that the new commission will be chaired by Marion Fulker. Marion is greatly 
experienced in senior executive and board roles and recently retired as chair of the Heritage Council of 
Western Australia. Professor Chris Doepel, the former deputy chair of the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority, 
will be the deputy chair of the commission. The other members of the commission are lngrid Cumming, 
Regina Flugge, Kim Colero, Brian Middleton and Ross Dowling. The new membership brings together a blend 
of former and new members with a range of knowledge and experience relevant to conserving our natural 
environment. The appointment of the commission signals a new era for conservation in Western Australia. It will 
be the vesting body for conservation lands, forest and marine reserves and provide independent advice to the 
state government on conservation matters. On behalf of the government, I welcome the new commission 
members and look forward to working with them in managing the environment of this great state. 
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